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Bringing Back a Tradition
By Alex Lee
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House Standings- Q1
Thunder 530

Pride 450
Pack 420

Odyssey 410

Washington Welcomes New Administration
By Cashion Doolittle 

Mr. Chaffinch

Who said it?
“You’re a good, good man.”

Which WS staff member is 
known for saying this?

 Washington School is 
bringing a blast from the past 
this year! The balcony in the 
gym has been a nostalgic fea-
ture that was first opened in the 
1970s and was closed down in 
the 2010s. It was initially creat-
ed to accomdate enough spec-
tators when Washington hosted 
the 1977-8 State Tournament.  
This year’s senior class decided 
to take the initiative and start 

on the beloved balcony. 
  Lela Signa is an import-
ant contributor to the return 
of the well-known balcony. 
“I’ve heard it was a very good 
experience whenever you are 
playing basketball because the 
atmosphere was very intimi-
dating to the other team,” says 
Lela. Additionally, Mrs. Kaplan 
and Mr. Peter Nimrod are im-
portant contributors.
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Mr. Chaffinch
 General Na-
tion received an 
early Christmas gift 
this year when it 
acquired new head-
master, Mr. Chaf-
finch. Hailing from 
Georgia with his 
wife and son, Mr. 
Chaffinch was the 
previous headmaster 
at Thomas Jefferson 
Academy for the last 
four years. 
 Originally 

from Delaware, Mr. 
Chaffinch did not 
begin his career in 
administration. For-
mer outfielder for the 
Wesley College base-
ball team, Chaffinch 
broke numerous 
records for the pro-
gram. He also earned 
the esteemed title of 
Pennsylvania Athlet-
ic Conference MVP. 
In 2011, he was in-
ducted into the Wes-
ley College Hall of 
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Fame. Mr. Chaffinch 
earned his bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees 
from this university. 
Chaffinch then 
moved to North Car-
olina to become head 
coach of St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian College 
baseball program 
and had a successful 
career. 
His wife, Ginger, also 
had success in sports 
as head coach of 
the Georgia College 

Bobcats softball pro-
gram. The Chaffinchs 
have a son, Colt, who 
is in the fifth grade.  
 Mr. Chaffinch 
is looking to the fu-
ture for Washington 
School and means to 
improve many as-
pects. He has specific 
plans in place to ac-
complish his goals. 

Mrs. Kaplan
         Although Mrs. 
Kaplan was already 
a teacher at WS, she 

has moved positions 
to principal.  Mrs. 
Kaplan’s main job 
is to make sure the 
day runs smooth-
ly. She does this by 
interacting with 
students, communi-
cating with parents, 
and assisting Coach 
Lott with discipline. 
She also constantly 
communicates with 
the elementary so 
both schools run 
cohesively.

Mrs. Kaplan



Sports
Coach Lott and the 

Football Team
                   By Leila Claire Olivi

 Coach Lott, head coach of 
the varsity Generals’ football team, 
says his favorite thing about the 
team this year is their willingness 
and eagerness to work and learn. 
According to Lott, he is “super 
pleased 
by how 
far we’ve 
come and 
the prog-
ress we’ve 
made. We 
still have a 
ways to go, 
but I’m just 
very very 
pleased 
with the progress that’s been 
made”. This is Coach Lott´s 34th 
year as a coach. To be a success-
ful coach, he said, “I think every 
coach has to love his players. You 
have to be in it for the right rea-
sons, and I think every coach has 
to have patience and a willingness 
to work at it.” Coach Lott added he 

has a lot of help this year with 
several assistant coaches, in-
cluding Coach Palasini, Coach 
Suddoth, Coach Shelly, Coach 
Ronsavall, Guice Hill, and his son, 
Charlie, who assists part time. 
 The “senior trio”, Patrick 
Spencer, Adian Jones, and Fred 
Nailer, also shared this year's highs 
and lows with General Journal 
staff. Spencer says, “My high would 
probably be the way Coach Lott is 

putting his 
hard work 
in for us 
and giving 
us the best 
chance to 
win.” “On 
the other 
hand, a low 
moment 
this season 
was losing 

to Bayou.” “We just beat ourselves 
during that game”. Running back, 
Adian Jones, is sad this was his last 
season.  Nailer's highs and lows 
both occurred in the Indianola 
game. “I think this is the game 
where everyone played their hard-
est and did well. But this game and 
so many people got hurt.”

 Girls’ Soccer
By Doty Scott

 As the Lady Generals’ soccer 
season has come to an end, the Gen-
eral Journal staff hit the field to find 
out how some of the players balance 
their school life, soccer life, and so-
cial life. 
Elly Hitt said that she tries to utilize 

her free time. She does this by using 

her free periods and time between 
school and soccer to do any home-
work or studying she needs to get 
done for that day. Elly said, “If I have 
a game before the night of a test, I 
will study a day or two in advance so 
I won’t have to study so much after a 
game.” 
On the other hand, Lela Signa said 

she tries her best to have a plan for 
her day in the morning so that she 
is fully prepared for the day. This 

helps her make time for everything 
throughout her day such as games/
practices, tests, quizzes, and other 
organizations, such as dance class 
and youth group. Lela said, “Balanc-
ing life, soccer, and school can be a 
lot sometimes.”  Her faith helps keep 
her on track with all things in life.

Pictures on Next Page

 This year the 
girls’ softball team 
has a new coach, 
Jud Thigpen. He and 
his family recently 
moved to WS from 
Greenwood, MS 
where Thigpen was 
the head softball 
coach for 6 years 
and head baseball 
coach for 8 years 
at Pillow Academy. 
The Lady Generals 
began to practice for 
the season last sum-
mer and spent the 
season adjusting and 
sharpening their 
skills. 

    Mary Glenn 
Hooker led the team 
in batting average 
(.514), followed 
by Avery Doolittle 
(.406), Mary Paxton 
Weathers (.382), and 
Anna Louise Bryant 
(.333). The team will 
be returning 10 girls 
who had the oppor-
tunity to start for 
the Varsity this past 
season. The future 
is looking bright for 
the Lady Generals.
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   Lady Generals Softball
 
By Caroline Murrell



Sports

Lady Generals’ Soccer

 The Washington 
School Cross Country team 
is quite the family affair. 
There are many pairs of 
siblings on the team; I in-
terviewed three to get their 
insight about running to-
gether.      
 Siblings Allie and JD 
Bennett are important assets 
to the cross country team. 
Allie has been run-
ning for 4 years, and in those 
years, her favorite memo-
ry is the last practice of the 
year because their coach 
brings them good snacks. 
JD’s favorite memory was at 
last year’s state meet, when 
he raced uphill for the final 
stretch of the run and ran 
past two guys, putting him-
self in 2nd place overall.

 JD also claims, “Practices 
and meets are fun because 
during practice, I beat her 
and during meets, boys and 
girls don’t run together.” 
 Another pair of sib-
lings on the team are Pren-
tiss and Cashion Doolitle, 
who have been running 
together for the past 3 years. 
Cashion says they are a very 
competetive family.    
 The last pair of siblings 
are Ruby Love and Dallas 
Poole. Dallas says he joined 
the team because he likes 
running, and Ruby joined 
the team because “It seems 
like it would be something 
to do and keep me in shape 
for all of my other sports.”  
JD, Cashion, and Dallas all 
motivate their teammates by 

yelling for them while they 
are running. Allie says they 
all try to stay very supportive 
with each other. Ruby adds, 
“Once other people on the 
team finish their run, they 
come back and run with the 
rest of us while we finish.” 
 Mrs. Jamie Murrell, 
coach of the Cross Country 
team, says that one of her 
greatest coaching challenges 
is getting everyone to run 
their miles every morning. 
Her favorite coaching mem-
ory was coaching last year, 
because both teams had a 
good overall success. “Over-
all, I think that this year’s 
team will be great. I hope 
we have great success,” says 
Coach Murrell. 
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Washington Cross Country Team Strides for Victory
By Annabella Durastanti

Sports Trivia
What college did 

Mr.Chaffinch play 
for?

Sports Trivia
How many WS   

seniors play football?

See pg. 8 for answer instructions



General Opinion

As many of you know, there 
has been a major change in the 
schedule this year. The addition 
includes two new athletic pe-
riods, shorter time in between 
classes, and a rotating schedule. 
The General Journal staff inter-
viewed Mr. Chaffinch, new head-
master, of Washington School, 
and Mrs. Kaplan, new principal 
of middle and high school, to 
figure out why these changes 
were put in place and how they 
are going to help us.
 The General Journal staff 
asked, “What are some things 
that students can can look 
foward to?” and they both men-
tioned the idea of adding more 
elective AP classes. Mr Chaf-
finch also said, “I would love for 
middle school and high school 
to have different schedules, like 
different breaks and lunches.” 
When asked about the idea be-
hind the athletic periods, Mr. 
Chaffinch answered, “ Ultimately 
I want our student-athletes to 
be at campus less, if that makes 
sense…. We want the students 
to be at home using that time for 
academics and spending time 
with their families.” 
 When asked about their 
favorite part of the new sched-
ule Mr. Chaffinch says, "To be 
honest with you, I really love the 
rotating part of it because stu-
dents and teachers are able to see 
each other at different times of 

the day, because we are all differ-
ent people at different times of 
the day,” Mrs. Kaplan aswered. “I 
really like the rotating schedule 
because it helps me stay orga-
nized.”
 The General Journal staff 
also talked to them about the 
problems with our old schedule 
Mr. Chaffinch said, “There was 
no serious problem with the old 
schedule; just  our new schedule 
is tailored to our needs a little 
better, I think, as far as athletes 
and extracurriculars not missing 
class at the end of the day with 
the rotating schedule. For exam-
ple, if softball, has to be out of 
school on Tuesday and Thursday 
they're not missing the same 
classes over and over.” When 
General Journal staff asked Mrs. 
Kaplan the same question she 
said “There wasn’t much, but you 
guys having more time at home 
and less late evening practice, 
is beneficial toward your stud-
ies and being able to have more 
family time.”
 The last question General 
Journal staff asked was “What 
was the idea behind the 3-min-
ute breaks in between each peri-
od rather than 5-minutes?” Mr. 
Chaffinch said, “To be honest 
with you, we didnt want to ex-
tend the school day out more 
than it already is. … The great 
thing is Mrs. Kaplan and I can 
always look at it and tweak it. … 
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General ConcensusNew schedule: 
Effecient or Confusing?

By Rohan Thakare

I am not afraid to change something 
if it’s going to benefit our students 
and teachers…… To be honest 
with you I’ve never been at a school 
where more than 3-minutes were 
allotted; it’s always been 3 minutes 
or less.” Mrs. Kaplan said “I know it 
is harder for middle schoolers be-
cause your classes are all over the 
place but with the new addition of a 
7th period we had to cut some time 
from somewhere”
 After sending out a school 
wide poll, the results were as fol-
lows: 72% of students and faculty 
like the new schedule. 90% of peo-
ple dislike the shorter break time 
and 22% of people don't like the 
rotating schedule. The athletic peri-
ods and rotating schedule seem to 
be the popular choice because 67% 
of people like both of them.

  
 3 days of school a 
week but no sum-
mer 

OR
Regular school and 
summer break

                                                                                             
Scan QR code and vote

  IXL
OR

Khan Academy
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General Nation
Q&A With Debbie Harris

Q: How long have you worked at WS?
Mrs. Debbie: 21 years
Qr: Can you recall your funniest memory at WS?
Mrs. Debbie: My funniest may have been, some boys came in late for 
school and showed me a video of them attaching a winch to a truck 
that was in the lake. They had to pull the truck out or the person who 
owned the truck would be in trouble.
Q: What graduating class holds a special place in your heart and Why?
Mrs. Debbie: I can't pick one any other each class has been special and 
I love them all in different ways they are all like my children. You get 
irritated with them at times, but you love them all for their special qual-
ities. No one is more special than the other
Q: What makes a “Good” day at school?
Mrs. Debbie:What starts an excellent day at school is when everyone is 
on time, and coming in with a good attidute.
Q: If you could pass on any wisdom to students what would it be?
 Mrs. Debbie: Learn to be self sufficient; success will come to you in life 
if you learn to solve your own problem.

Bringing Back a Tradition
By Alex Lee

 
Continued from page 1

Mr. Nimrod was in charge of contacting the contractors, among 
other responsibilities. 
 Over the summer, workers came in and opened part of the 
gym to create another storage room because they could not open 
the balcony over the supported scoreboard. “Our student council 
and our senior class both cleaned it up and got it ready. We painted 
it during school and have finally placed the furniture,” says Lela. 
The balcony is a senior privilege to be enjoyed during seniors’ 
free periods, lunch, and break. It will also be in use for the ninth 
through twelfth grades during basketball games. 
 Washington School is proud to have the balcony back after so 
many years. This will allow seniors to have a place to hang out and 
chill in their free time. It is great to have a wonderful feature added 
the gym for our present and future seniors.

Riddle
I’m broken but I’m still 

right twice a day.
 What am I?

Who said it?
“Hola, Classe”

Which WS staff memeber is 
known for saying this

Jokes
How do you fix a pumpkin 

that has a crack in it?

General Advice
“No matter what people tell you, 
words and ideascan change the 

world.”
— Robin Williams

“It is during our darkest moments 
that we must focus to see the light.”

— Aristotle

See pg. 8 for answer instructions

See pg. 8 for answer instructions

 You use a pumpkin patch
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General Spotlights
Senior Spotlights

Q&A with Hannah Brantley
Q: What is your favorite senior privi-
lege?
Hannah: I like having free class peri-
ods.
Q: Who or what are you going to miss 
about Washington School?
Hannah: I’m going to miss Mrs. Har-
ris.
Q: What is your most embarrassing 
moment at Washington School?
Hannah: My most embarrassing mo-
ment was probably my 8th grade year. 
I got called down to the office because 
my brother was getting suspended 
because he came to school drunk.

Q&A with Will Casevechia
Q: What is your favorite senior privi-
lege?
Will: Getting to leave to get food and 
having a free period.
Q: Who or what are you going to miss 
most at Washington School?
Will: My friends.
Q: What is your most embarrassing 
moment at Washington School?
Will: Probably when I fell down the 
bleachers in sixth grade.Yeah,I fell 
down from the top.

Q&A with Linden Dinkins
 Q: What is your favorite senior privi-
lege?
 Linden: My favorite senior privilege 
is being able to leave early.
 Q: Who or what are you going to  
miss about Washington School?
Linden: I am going to miss being like 
a little family with everyone here.
 Q: What is your most embarrassing 
moment at Washington school?

Linden: My most embarrassing mo-
ment was in elementary when I threw 
up down the hallway, and it got on the 
walls too.

Q&A with Jad Hamden
Q: What is your favorite senior privi-
lege?
Jad: My favorite is our free periods.
Q:Who or what are you going to miss 
the most about Washington school?
Jad: I am going to miss the simplicity 
of it.
Q: What is your most embarrassing 
moment at Washington School?
Jad: My most embarrassing moment 
was when I punched the wall during a 
basketball game.

Q&A with Owen Hardin
Q: What is your favorite senior privi-
lege?
Owen: By far my favorite senior priv-
ilege is being able to skip the lunch 
line, I wait for the line to get longer 
then skip everyone. I just politely say 
get out of the way.
Q: Who or what are you going to miss 
most about Washington School?
Owen: I’m going to Mrs. Debbie Har-
ris more that anybody.
[He does announcements every 
morning and he talks to her every 
day.]
Q: What is your most embarrassing 
moment at Washington School?
Owen: In 7th grade we got a new 
schedule, and it went from 7 peri-
ods to 6 periods. I walked out of the 
school at the beginning of 6th period, 
thinking school was over, and just sat 
and waited on my ride. I then realized 

that school wasn’t over, but I couldn’t 
get back in because no
one knew I was out there.
 
Q&A with Molly Hayes
Q: What is your favorite senior privi-
lege?
Molly: My favorite senior privilege is, 
for sure, our free periods.
Q: Who or what are you going to miss 
the most about Washington School?
Molly: I’m going to miss Mrs. Debbie.
Q: What is your most embarrassing 
moment at Washington school?
Molly: My most embarrassing mo-
ment was getting pulled out of Mrs. 
Hughes class because I was getting 
suspended for calling a teacher balled.

Q&A with Elly Hitt
Q: What is your favorite senior privi-
lege? 
Elly: Definitely all the free periods.
Q: Who or what will you miss most 
about Washington School? 
Elly: I’m definitely going to miss the 
family atmosphere, just because I 
have been here for the past fourteen 
years,it’s just going to be a really big 
change. 
Q: What is your most embarrassing 
moment at Washington School? 
Elly: It was pretty embarrassing when-
ever I almost face planted on the track 
during a race.

Continued on Next Page
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Q&A with Brantley Nimrod 
Q: What is your favorite senior 
privilege? 
Brantley: Whenever we get the se-
nior lounge, I’m probably going to 
love it up there, but I also like sit-
ting in the gym at lunch.
Q: Who or what will you miss most 
about WS? 
Brantley: I’m probably going to miss 
Mrs. Harris the most because she 
inspired me to be sassy to people.
Q: What was your most embarrass-
ing moment at WS? 
Brantley: So one time, when I was 
in first grade, I brought a dog to 
school, like in my mom’s car ,and he 
hopped out of the car and pooped 
in the breeze way.
Q&A with John Warfield

 Q: What is your favorite senior 
privilege?
John: My favorite senior privilege is 
being able to skip the line at lunch 
and break.
 Q: Who or what are you going 
to miss most about Washington 
School?
John: I will miss the teachers and 
especially Mrs. Harris.
Q: What is your most embarrassing 
moment at Washington School?
John: My most embarrassing mo-
ment was when in 6th grade, and  I 
fell into the fountain in the court-
yard.

Senior Spotlights
General Spotlights

Newby Students
Q&A with MJ Turner
Q: What’s your favorite subject?
MJ: Math
Q: What sports or hobbies are you in-
terested in?
MJ: Football, Archery, Soccer, and 
Baseball
Q: If you could meet anyone in the 
world alive or dead who would it be?
MJ: Kevin Hart because I’m short.
Q: What inspired you to come to 
Washington?
MJ: My friends
Q: What are your goals at Washington?
MJ: To be smarter.

Q&A with Iain McNemar
Q: What’s your favorite subject?
Iain: English
Q: What sports or hobbies are you      
interested in?
Iain: Football and Baseball
Q: If you could meet anyone in the 
world alive or dead who would it 
be?
Iain: Michael Jordan
Q: What inspired you to come to 
Washington?
Iain: I heard really good things 
about academics. I have a few good 
friends that wanted me to come, 
and all that just kind of drew me 
here.
Q: What are your goals at Wash-
ington?
Iain: My goals here are to better 
my education and graduate in May 
and go to college.

Q&A with Ms. Pugh 
Q: What are some challenges in your new position?
Ms. Pugh: I’m coming at this brand new. I’ve always wanted to teach but 
being a teacher while in grad school is a significant obstacle. I love the stu-
dents, and I do love what I’m doing, so every day is a challenge which I 
hope to meet that.
Q: What inspired you to become a computer/history teacher?
Ms. Pugh: I’ve always really loved history and I’ve always been good at 
computers; I strive to help students become a little bit more knowledgeable 
in those subjects.
Q: How do you balance keeping the school/classroom environment friend-
ly and also being strict?
Ms. Pugh: That is a tough one for me, I always want the students to know 
that I have their best interest at heart so no matter if I’m being strict or 
friendly I hope that they are getting the best education possible, and I hope 
that while I might be strict that they understand that it is just to get them to 
a certain point of education.

New Teacher Spotlight



General Comedy
Jokes

R.I.P, boiling water... 
you will be mist.

Answer
 Instructions

Email all 16 answers from
 who said it, riddles, trivia, 

and crossword to 
ws.journalism8@gmail.

com The first three correct 
submissions will receive a 

prize
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General Crossword
General Crossword

1

2 3 4

5 6

7 8

9

10

Across
2. Used in every class
5. Basketball and pep rallies!
8. The name of this newspaper
9. TOUCHDOWN!

10. Dean of Students

   

Down
1. Used for cheer and drill team
3. For coloring important things
4. Plays are held here
6. The mascot of our school
7. New Headmaster

Riddle 
Whoever makes it has no use 
for it. Whoever buys it never 
uses it. The person who uses 
it never knows they’re using 
it. What am i?
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Down
1. Used for cheer and drill team
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