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·SAVE THE DATE·
Washington School
celebrates 50 years

a clear vision for the future

MAY 23, 2020

2020
 Washington School’s first 
classes met during the school year of 
1969 – 1970.  This was an exciting 
time for the inaugural students, 
families, and faculty, not to mention 
the city of Greenville.  Washington 
School was the brainstorm of a few 
individuals hoping to implement 
a truly college preparatory school 
to serve the greater Delta area.  
Washington County supported two 
major hospitals.  Factories lined 
the shores of the Mississippi River.  
Mom and pop stores dotted almost 
every corner, and Mississippi State 
University and the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture were developing and 
enhancing one of the world’s largest 
agricultural experiment stations in 
nearby Stoneville, Mississippi. 
 During the following 
fifteen years, Washington School 
became known as a premier college 

preparatory school in the state.  
Academic levels were at an all time 
high.  WS athletic teams were 
competitive with even larger schools 
within the state.  Enrollment grew 
to around 1,200 students, and the 
facilities expanded to meet the need 
of the ever-growing student body.  
 Eventually, the growth of 
Greenville slowed.  Many of the 
smaller family-owned shops closed.  
Several major manufacturing plants 
closed.  The population of Greenville 
decreased, as did the enrollment of 
Washington School.   The decrease 
continues to this day, and finances 
are affected.  Washington School 
maintains the same property and 
buildings with half the enrollment of 
the booming 70’s and 80’s.  
 Because of this drop in 
enrollment and finances, the WS 
Board of Trustees launched the idea 

of an endowment to secure our 
tradition of academic excellence. The 
goal to raise one million dollars was 
set.  A fund-raising campaign was 
initiated, galas were held, and pledges 
and donations gradually reached over 
3.4 million dollars.  The endowment 
money is invested and interest only is 
returned to the school for academic 
needs and enhacements. Over the last 
few years, the endowment has given 
$500,000.00  the school for a variety 
of academic purposes.   
 As Washington School 
approaches its 50th year anniversary, 
the initial purpose to provide quality 
college preparatory education to 
area students remains unchanged. 
WS continues to attract students 
from Greenville, Leland, Hollandale, 
Lake Village, and other surrounding 
communities. The enrollment 
currently stands at approximately 550 
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students, and most of the buildings 
are 50 years old.  This creates a great 
need for the involvement of all 
alumni. 
 The Board of Trustees 
challenges each graduated class of 
Washington School to raise $50,000. 
This challenge will potentially 
produce a total of $2.5 million. Half 
of this money will be invested in 
the Endowment Fund, and half will 
go towards immediate building and 
grounds upkeep and support of the 
Booster Club, PTO, and band.  With 
this needed and necessary alumni 
support, our “dear ole Washington 

School” will maintain its reputation 
as the top academic school in the 
Mississippi Delta.
 Please mark your calendars 
for a celebration of Washington 
School’s 50th year anniversary – 
Memorial Day Weekend, May 2020! 
Classes have until this time to meet 
the $50,000 challenge.  The class 
earning the most will be recognized 
during the celebration.  Other details 
about this weekend will follow in the 
months ahead.    

Sincerely, 
Mark King

50th Anniversary Chairman

HOMECOMING
Washington School v. Central Hinds

Friday, October 19, 2018
Parade and Pep Rally at 12:30 p.m.
Presentation of Maids at 6:30 p.m.

Kickoff at 7:00 p.m.
All alumni are welcome to swing by the 

alumni tent for food, fun, and fellowship!
Huddleston Field

CLASS OF 1998 REUNION
October 26-27, 2018

contact Steve Bryson for more information  
sdb137@msn.com

CLASS OF 2008 REUNION
November 23-24, 2018

contact Olivia Barrett Ellis for more 
information 

oliviabarrettellis11@gmail.com

CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
FEATURING THE 

WASHINGTON SCHOOL BAND
Tuesday, December 4, 6:00 p.m.

Sykes Hall

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
SAVE THESE DATES AND 

COME HOME TO WS!

CLASS NOTES
We’ve all had a chance to travel life’s paths in different ways: incredible stories 
to tell, fun adventures to reveal, milestones to share, and lessons learned. Let 
Washington School and your classmates know what you’ve been up to! We 
encourage all alumni to send in your updates to help stay connected with 
your classmates, faculty, staff, and friends of WS. Information submitted 
will be published in the spring newsletter! You can find the Class Notes 
information form under the alumni tab of the Washington School website, 

www.generals.ws. 

ALUMNI FACULTY AND STAFF

Kimberly Cole (‘90), Sara Wilkerson (‘12), Shaun Smith (‘91), Yvette McPherson (‘89), Laura Bell 
(‘79), Kelli Branton (‘92), Kate Hitt (‘97), Lanie Bridewell (‘10), Amy Lauren Maranto (‘06), Dawn 
Bryant (‘97), Mary Clyde King (‘09), Cindy King (‘81), Brinkley Farmer (‘14), Amanda Brown (‘01), 
Frankie England (‘97), not pictured - James Clifton (‘86), Burt Flanagan (‘97), and Kelly Tucker (‘86)

“We like the rest, but 
the one we like best is 
dear ole Washington, 
dear ole Washington, 
dear ole Washington 

School!”
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SPOTLIGHT on ALUMNI
Brinkley Farmer and Sara Wilkerson

3

later, I am a 3rd Grade teacher at the 
school I love and graduated from.
Wilkerson: While I’ve always been 
passionate about visual art, teaching 
was not something I realized was my 
calling until midway through college. 
Fortunately, my mentor at The 
University of Mississippi inspired 
me to see how rewarding being an 
educator is, so here I am!

WS: How have your thoughts 
changed about your alma mater 
after being an employee rather than 
a student?
Farmer: It is different being the 
teacher instead of the student. Several 
familiar faculty faces are no longer 
here, but many still are. I like many of 
the changes that have been made, and 
I hope to offer insight, from the eyes 
of a former student at WS, creative 
ideas that may can be implemented 
and I hope my personality brings 
smiles, fun and laughter. I have 
always seen Washington school as the 
best, and I always will.
Wilkerson: I was and still am proud 
to call WS my alma mater. I do, 
however, have a greater appreciation 

for how hard my teachers worked to 
make sure I received a great education. 

WS: What do you consider the most 
rewarding aspect of teaching?
Farmer: There are so many things, 
and I am sure more to come as the 
years go by. I love when I can see the 
excitement in students as they learn 
something new. I love when I see a 
student whomay have been struggling 
with something in a certain area or 
subject, and they have that “light 
bulb moment” and realize they got 
it or understand now. There is not 
much more rewarding that the look 
of success on a student’s face.
Wilkerson: In my opinion, the most 
rewarding aspect of being a Fine Art 
teacher is the confidence the students 
feel after seeing that they have created 
a work of art with their own hands. 
I feel the students having a creative 
outlet to express themselves in a 
positive and encouraging atmosphere 
is extremely important. WS            

Brinkley Farmer Sara Wilkerson

 Brinkley Farmer graduated from Washington School in 2014. She attended Delta State University and 
graduated in 2018 with a degree in Elementary Education. Brinkley has stolen the hearts of her third graders and 
faculty here at WS. 
 Sara Wilkerson graduated from Washington School in 2012. She attended The University of Mississippi where 
she earned a degree in Fine Arts with an emphasis in Imaging Arts in 2016.  Sara is now at WS sharing her incredible 
talents as the Middle School Art Teacher. 
 We are so lucky to have both of these young women come back to serve their alma mater!

WS: Please comment on your 
decision to return to Washington 
School.
Farmer: As a former student of 
Washington School, I am so blessed 
to have been offered the opportunity 
to come teach my very first year at 
my alma mater. I have so many great 
memories here. I received a first rate 
education that prepared me for my 
four years at Delta State University. 
When the opportunity came to teach 
here, I was so excited and hope to 
encourage all students to get involved 
and represent the school well, all the 
while receiving a great education.
Wilkerson: I am grateful for the 
outstanding teachers I was lucky to 
have when I was a student at WS, 
so I am excited to be a part of this 
amazing group of educators.

WS: When you graduated from 
Washington School, was this in your 
plan? 
Farmer: When I graduated from WS, 
I knew I wanted to be a teacher, and 
I knew I loved the delta. However, I 
did not expect to be back at WS. I 
am so glad, that just four short years 

WASHINGTON SCHOOL 
ALUMNI



Washington School is a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) entity, and accordingly, donations are tax-deductible pursuant to the Internal Revenue code and regualtions. 
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WASHINGTON SCHOOL 
ALUMNI

WASHINGTON SCHOOL
1605 East Reed Road
Greenville, MS 38703

BE SURE TO VISIT OUR WEBSITE
WWW.GENERALS.WS

WAYS TO GIVE to the Endowment Fund
•   Bequests     •   Trusts     •   Life Insurance     •   Stocks     •   Real Estate     •   Memorials and Honorariums  

•   Engraved Brick in Couryard of Excellence     •   Cash        •   Crop Donations 

Contact Director of Development, Amy Taylor, for more information, ataylor@generals.ws

WHAT IS THE WASHINGTON SCHOOL FOUNDATION?
The Washington School Foundation was organized in 1999 when Washington School received tax-exempt status. 
The primary purpose of the WS Foundation is to create and manage an Endowment Fund to provide for Washington 
School’s continued academic excellence. Only the income of the Endowment Fund is used to enhance the academic 
programs and curriculum, including providing supplements for administrative and faculty compensation. The 
Foundation is governed by a separate Board of Trustees. The Trusteess have identified the Endowment Fund as the 
key to offsetting Washington School’s tuition-driven operating budget and securing the school’s standards of academic 
excellence. The Foundation currently stands at $3.4 Million, and the Board of Trustees continues to raise more money 
for the future of Washington School. The Board of Trustees believes that providing a quality, college preparatory 

education for the children of our community is truly Washington School’s greatest mission.


