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 Hi Alumni!
 As Alumni Coordinator, I am 
privileged to bring together Wash-
ington School alumni to support the 
development of our alma mater for a 
new generation of Generals. 
 As a fellow alum, I urge you 
to help extend the mission and phi-
losophy of Washington School to 
help graduates stay connected and 
recognize the great things happening 
here on campus.
 Washington School has made 
a lasting impact on all of us and has 
played a pivotal role in who we are 
today. I encourage alumni to get in-
volved to see the amazing students 
we have here, and come visit Wash-
ington to reminisce on all the memo-
rable times you had on campus. It is 
always a treat when alumni come to 
visit.
 I also encourage alumni to 
visit our website, www.generals.ws. 
There are forms you can submit un-
der the alumni tab in order to keep us 
informed of the great things you have 
done as well as update your contact 
information. If you wish to submit 
content for newsletters, please do! 
You may email ideas to mking@gen-
erals.ws. 
 I want to thank all fellow 
alumni for your endless support. I 
encourage you to get involved with 
WS and Come Home to Washington 
School to see just how extraordinary 
this place is!
 
     God Bless,
     Mary Clyde King '09
     Alumni Coordinator

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
SAVE THESE DATES AND 

COME BACK TO WS!
ALUMNI EASTER EGG HUNT

Saturday, March 24, 2018, 10:00 a.m.
Children of Alumni, Ages 10 & under

Washington School Playground

SENIOR PLAY
Cinderella

April  6th-8th, 2018
Sykes Hall

SPRING CONCERT 
FEATURING THE 

WASHINGTON SCHOOL BAND
Monday, April 23, 2018 at 6:00 p.m.

Sykes Hall

BACCALAUREATE
Thursday, May 10, 2018 at 6:00 p.m.

Sykes Hall

COMMENCEMENT
Friday, May 11, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.

Robert Khayat, Speaker
Sykes Hall

GOLF TOURNAMENT BY WS 
BOOSTER CLUB
May 12-13, 2018

Deer Creek Town & Racquet Club
contact bgiachelli@generals.ws for 

more information 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
SAVE THESE DATES AND 

COME HOME TO WS!

BE AN ACTIVE 
ALUM!

1. UPDATE YOUR INFO - Did you 
move? Get a new job? Get married? 
Let us know what you've been up to 
and how we can contact you to stay 
connected! www.generals.ws/alumni

2. BE SOCIAL - Follow us on face-
book at Washington School Alumni. 
Share your photos with the hashtag 
#foreverWS!

3. SPREAD THE WORD - Word-
of-mouth from alumni is our best 
tool. Share your WS story with fellow 
alumni, family, friends, neighbors, 
and coworkers. This is a great way to 
get the word out about our alumni 
movement!

4. MAKE A GIFT - Give back to 
WS. Every gift to every area of the 
school matters. Support the school in 
its mission to remain the premier col-
lege preperatory institution dedicated 
to opportunity and excellence. 
www.generals.ws/giving/ways-to-give

5. DON'T BE A STRANGER - The 
Alumni Office is beginning to host 
local events throughout the year. Take 
the opportunity to catch up with the 
school and fellow alumni.

6. WEAR IT! - Love being a WS 
alum and supporter? Wear your blue 
and gold with pride. Check out the 
WS General Store for all of your 
General gear!

7. READ ALL ABOUT US - just as 
you are now! 

"You are not a number at WS; 
the teachers and administration 
knew me, and I think personal 
attention is very valuable in 

shaping a young person to have 
confidence and self-esteem."

Ellen Brister Lee, D.M.D.
WS Class of 2008
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Dinner at Doe’s
Sunday, February 25, 2018

A benefit for S.T.E.M., including robotics, engineering, and technology
curriculum enhancements at Washington School

 The Washington School 
Foundation “Dinner at Doe’s” 
fundraiser, a benefit for S.T.E.M. 
(including robotics, engineering, 
and technology enhancements 
at Washington School) was held 
on Sunday, February 25th.  This 
year’s event featured two seatings 
to accommodate the 130 guests—
alumni, parents, grandparents and 
friends—who enjoyed fellowship 
as well as a delectable four-course 
meal of shrimp, scallops, and 
steaks with sides of tamales, salads, 
French fries and garlic bread— all 
highlighted by white chocolate 
bread pudding for dessert.
 The Foundation wishes to 
thank the Signa families for donat-

ing and hosting such a fabulous 
event as well as Chillie’s Package 
Store for their donation of spirits to 
accompany the delightful dinner—
as only Doe’s does! It is because 
of friends like you who support 
the Foundation that Washington 
School continues to remain the 
premier college preparatory school 
of the Delta.
 Overseen by the Board of 
Trustees, the Washington School 
Foundation continues to raise 
money, which is solely earmarked 
for academic programs, through 
designated gifts and an Endowment 
Fund. To date, the Endowment 
Fund has reached $3.4 million. It 
is a wisely invested fund in which 

the principal is not spent; only the 
income generated annually is rein-
vested into the school’s academic 
enrichment programs. The Trustees 
are pleased to announce that since 
the inception of the Endowment 
Fund, over $500,000.00 has been 
given to the school to benefit aca-
demic programs. 
 Washington School is a 
501(c)3 organization. For more 
information on giving your tax-de-
ductible gift to the Washington 
School Foundation, please see 
“Ways to Give” on our website, or 
contact Amy Taylor, Director of 
Development, ataylor@generals.ws.

Reagan Clark and daughter Mary Beth Clark 
Swihart ('99)

Brooke Fratesi Mosow ('11), Matthew Mosow 
('10), Carlile Phillips Koestler ('09)

Martin ('90) and Johanna Swain Walker ('95) Burt ('97) and Rebekah Robinson Caraway ('03)

Eric ('11) and Brittany Fratesi Brozovich, Billy 
('07) and Lacey Brozovich

Breanna and Scott Horton ('99)

Jeffery Doolittle ('93 ), Holly Wade, Aletha Scott 
Robertson Poole ('95), Frankie Stallings England 
('97), Parker England ('97), Rick Poole, Doug 
Wade ('90), Jonathan Harden

Frankie Stallings England ('97), Aletha Scott 
Robertson Poole ('95), Sharon Freeman, Kelly 
Freeman Tucker ('86)

This night couldn't have happened without this 
crew! A few of the amazing cooks pictured with 
Mark King, WS Board of Trustees member.
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CLASS NOTES

Class note news items are compiled by the Alumni Office. You can find the Class Notes information form under the Alumni Tab of the 
Washington School website, www.generals.ws, or send to Mary Clyde King at mking@generals.ws. Every attempt was made to ensure accura-

cy within this newsletter. Please notify us of any errors or omissions and accept our most sincere apologies. 

Class of 2000

Jonathan and Heather Serio Harden held 
Brewing a Cure at the Leyser Gallery on 
January 20, 2018 to honor their daughter, 
Nell, and to bring awareness to Tuberous 
Sclerosis Complex. Brewing a Cure was a 
homebrew pairing dinner and silent auction 
for TSC Research. Proceeds were donated to 
the TS Alliance. 

Class of 2001

Scott Doler owns and operates JV Wilson 
Leather Company in Bellefontaine, MS. 
He has recently partnered with Gun Dog 
Supply making quality leather goods. 

John Monfort and Jessica Alexander Jones 
'06 welcomed a daughter, Mollie, on May 
5, 2017. 

Class of 2002

Kate King Patterson and husband, John 
Calvin, welcomed a son, Carlisle Alan, on 
October 2, 2017. 

Graham '06 and Shelby Hall Hollister, 
along with children, Elizabeth and Jefferies, 
welcomed a daughter, Mamie Catherine, on 
January 3, 2018. 

Class of 2003

Kimberly Willmer Dowell and husband, 
Matt, along with son Hunter, welcomed a 
baby boy, Rowan Matthew, on December 
18, 2018. 

Todd McGee has joined the Guaranty Bank 
team and has been assigned as a Relation-
ship Banker in its Hollandale Branch. 

Class of 2004

Win and Melissa Beckham Cadenhead 
welcomed a son, William Edward, born 
September 11, 2017. Win is employed with 
Helena Chemical and Melissa works at 
Planters Bank in Leland.

Class of 2005

Thomas McGee married Caroline Patterson 
on July 29, 2017. 

Lindsey Zepponi Mandara and husband, 
Francesco, welcomed a son, Gianluca Tim-
othy, on July 28, 2017. They live in Boston, 
MA. Lindsey has recently taken a job with 
Guaranty Bank Financial Services as a part-
time financial consultant in Greenville.

Michael and Meg Naaman along with 
daughter Reese, welcomed a baby girl, Riley 
Elaine, on November 28, 2017. They live in 
Greenwood, MS. 

Class of 2006

Graham and Shelby Hall Hollister '02, 
along with children, Elizabeth and Jefferies, 
welcomed a daughter, Mamie Catherine, on 
January 3, 2018. 

John Monfort '01 and Jessica Alexander 
Jones welcomed a daughter, Mollie, on May 
5, 2017. 

Trey and Casey Pittman Nelson welcomed 
a son, Thomas Howard, on January 25, 
2018. They live in Glen Allan, MS. 

Will and Courtney Phillips Parish wel-
comed a son, William Harvey, on Novem-
ber 29, 2017. 

Class of 2007

Peyton and Ellen Townsend Fiser welcomed 
a daughter, Anna Towns, on October 5, 
2017. They live in Cleveland, MS. 

Billy and Katie Harris Elliott welcomed 
a daughter, Ila Katherine, on January 23, 
2018. They live in Lake Village, AR. 

Keith and Magan King welcomed a daugh-
ter, Mary Waldon, on January 8, 2018. 
Keith is an agronomist with Southern Ag 
Consulting, and Magan is a Special Educa-
tion teacher at O'Bannon Elementary. 

Taylor Fratesi Nicolosi and husband, Evan, 

have been fostering a daughter since May of 
2016. The adoption was official on Decem-
ber 9, 2017, and the couple is pleased to 
announce Olivia Grace "Livi Grace" Nicolo-
si into their family. They live in Hattiesburg, 
MS. 

Emily Tarver Wade and husband, Tyler, 
welcomed a son, Evan Tarver, on May 22, 
2017. 

Council Young will marry Erin Briscoe on 
March 3, 2018. 

Class of 2008

Andrew and Lanie Cumbaa Bridewell 
'10 welcomed a daughter, Emry Eloise, on 
January 22, 2018. Andrew and Lanie live in 
Lake Village, AR. Andrew works at Helena 
Chemical and Lanie teaches 8th grade U.S. 
History here at Washington School. 

Evans Jones Debeza  and husband, Geron-
imo, welcomed a daughter, Sara Belen, on 
September 11, 2017. The couple lives in 
Chicago. 

Dillon Bridge married Hannah Mathis 
on February 10, 2018. The couple lives in 
Starkville. 

Alexa Engel is in her second year of Dental 
School at UMMC. 

Cole Phillips married Amanda Hunt on 
November 4, 2017. 

Carter and Michelle Tackett Smythe '09 
welcomed a daughter, Charlotte Carter, on 
December 13, 2017. They live in Tribbett. 

Brett Zepponi graduated from the William 
Carey University College of Osteopathic 
Medicine and has started his residency 
in family medicine at North Mississippi 
Medical Center in Tupelo. He is married to 
Jamee Fratesi Zepponi, Class of 2009. 

Class of 2009

Shane Coley works for GLOCK as the 
team captain of their professional shooting 



Taylor Cottingham is currently living in 
Valencia, Spain enrolled in a bilingual med-
ical program. This past summer her class 
teamed up with Delta Cotton Belles for a 
week of free breast exams for uninsured, un-
employed, and underserved women across 
the Delta. Classmates from Spain and Ger-
many along with Cottingham and several 
professors served over 80 women during the 
stay with nearly half of the women speaking 
only Spanish. 

Kristina Manning will begin Osteopathic 
Medical School at Auburn University this 
coming August. 

Adrienne McCaskill married Jeremy Buck-
ely on December 2, 2017. 

Blake and Catie Turner Palasini '11 wel-
comed a son, Cameron Blake, on November 
24, 2017. 

Judy Speyerer and Josh Palasini welcomed 
a daughter, Olivianna Rose, on October 19, 
2017. They live in Nashville, TN.

Class of 2011

Alia Abbas is in her third year of Medical 
School at UMMC. 

Read '12 and Taylor Smith Kelly wel-
comed a daughter, Lilah Lee, on July 31, 
2017. 

Handly Mayton is currently at LSU work-
ing on her PhD in infectios disease, with 
a speciality in mosquito borne viruses. She 
also trains and competes in Brazilian jiu 
jitsu. 

Blake '10 and Catie Turner Palasini wel-
comed a son, Cameron Blake, on November 
24, 2017. 

Class of 2012

Ron Cassada is in his first year of Medical 
School at The University of South Carolina. 

Read  and Taylor Smith Kelly '11 wel-
comed a daughter, Lilah Lee, on July 31, 
2017.

Caitlin King married Reid Walker on Octo-
ber 7, 2017. The couple resides in Clarks-

dale, MS. 

Jay Liu is currently employed with the 
Mississippi Department of Environmental 
Quality. Jay and his colleagues are working 
with city and state officials to pick sites from 
a list of properties eligible for cleanup in 
Greenville under the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency's Brownfield Grant.

Class of 2013

Blake Rounsavall married Samantha Corley 
on July 22, 2017.

Adelle Eubank and Will Thaggard are 
engaged to be married November 10, 2018. 

Class of 2014

Amira Abbas will start Medical School in 
August at UMMC. 

Meri-Douglas Fleming and Josh Wooley 
are engaged and planning a December 1, 
2018 wedding. 

Brinkley Henry and Andrew Farmer are 
engaged and will marry on September 22, 
2018. Brinkley was also named Miss Green 
and White at Delta State University this 
past November. 

Abigail Jernigan will be graduating with a 
Biochemistry and Molecular Biology degree 
and a minor in Spanish from Mississippi 
State University in May. She will start The 
World Race in August. The World Race is 
an 11 month mission trip where she will 
travel the world dictating each ministry to 
match the need of each place visited. Emma 
Gober, also class of 2014, completed The 
World Race in the summer of 2015.

FaithEllen Nichols is currently student 
teaching at O'Bannon Elementary in Pre-K. 
She will graduate from Delta State Univer-
sity in May with a degree in Child Develop-
ment and a minor is Special Education. 
 
Galen Phillips and Patrick Ballard are 
engaged to be married in early 2019.

Class of 2015

Jordan Phillips is engaged to Evan Thomas. 
The couple is planning a July 14th wedding. 
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team. He travels the world for competitions 
as well as teaching classes to competitive 
shooters and Law Enformcement Agencies.

Carter '08 and Michelle Tackett Smythe 
welcomed a daughter, Charlotte Carter, on 
December 13, 2017. They live in Tribbett. 

Lawson Fiser married Caroline Martin 
on December 9, 2017. Lawson owns and 
operates a State Farm Insurance Agency in 
Vicksburg and Caroline is a NICU nurse at 
UMMC. The couple lives in Jackson.

Julie Dalton married Ben Sellers on July 8, 
2017 here in Greenville. The couple lives is 
Fort Worth, TX. 

Gatlin Glover will graduate from UMMC 
Dental School in May. He will then begin a 
Prosthodontics Specialty Residency in July 
at UAB in Birmingham, Alabama.

Bert Huddleston is a Lance Corporal in the 
United States Marine Corps and is stationed 
at Marine Corps Base in Kaneohe Bay, 
Hawaii. 

Amanda Nichols graduated from The Uni-
versity of Mississippi School of Law in 2016 
with her Juris Doctor. She went on to Lewis 
and Clark Law School and received her 
LLM in Enviornmental, Natural Resources, 
and Entergy Law in 2017. She is currently 
working at Ole Miss as a legal fellow for the 
National Sea Grant Law Center.

Hunter Purpora is engaged to Presley No-
lan. The couple is set to marry on October 
20, 2018. 

Ethan Russell married Logan Dale on 
October 7, 2017. The couple resides in St. 
Louis, MO. 

Class of 2010

Missy Thaggard married Chris Adams 
July 15, 2017 at Linden Plantation in Glen 
Allan. The couple lives in Lake Village, AR. 

Andrew '08 and Lanie Cumbaa Bride-
well welcomed daughter, Emry Eloise, on 
January 22, 2018. Andrew and Lanie live in 
Lake Village, AR. Andrew works at Helena, 
and Lanie is the 8th grade U.S. History 
teacher here at Washington School. 
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ALUMNI ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE The goal of the Alumni Advi-

sory Committee is to strengthen con-
nections and engagement with alumni 
and thier families to the school and the 
greater Delta area. It is also our hope 
for the AAC to assist the Alumni Of-
fice in collecting updated contact in-
formation for each class and aiding in 
organizings activites and programs for 
WS alumni that will allow graduates 
to stay in touch with one another and 
Washington School!
 A special thank you goes to 
our current committee members - 
Jodie Shaifer Huddleston '81, Maria 
Sanders Word '85, Kelli Buchanan 
Branton '91, Celeste Willis Sanders 
'95, Johanna Swain Walker '95, Melis-
sa Beckham Cadenhead '03, Jessica Al-
exander Jones '06, and Lanie Cumbaa 
Bridewell '10.
 If you are interested in serv-
ing, please contact Mary Clyde King,  
mking@generals.ws.

  
  
 

Washington School alumna Ellen 
Brister Lee, D.M.D., attended Wash-
ington School from her first grade 
year in 1997 until her graduation in 
2008. Ellen Brister went to Missis-
sippi College and graduated Cum 
Laude in 2012 with a BS in biology 
and minor in biochemisry. After-
wards, she attended the University 
of Mississippi Dental School, grad-
uating in May of 2016. Ellen Brister 
moved back to her hometown of 
Greenville and began practicing with 
her father, Dr. David Lee, D.M.D., at 
Delta Smile Designs.
Why did you choose your current 
career? Was it always something 
you dreamed of doing?
In high school I shadowed many 
different people of different occupa-
tions. I definitely didn’t know that I 
wanted to be a dentist. I had a lot of 
very different interests including
art, cooking, gardening and the med-
ical field. Meanwhile, I worked at 
my dad’s office during the summers 
in high school as a dental assistant 
to earn a little money. I ended up 
loving the atmosphere in the dental 
office and decided that my other 

interests could always be my lifelong 
hobbies. I finally made the decision 
to attend MC and major in biology 
for pre-dental the summer after high 
school graduation. 
Where did you go to college, and 
why did you choose that certain 
college or university?
I went to Mississippi College because 
it had a very strong science depart-
ment and a high acceptance rate into 
medical and dental schools. I also 
loved that it was smaller and I could 
really get to know my professors.
Are you enjoying being back in 
Greenville and working along side 
your father at Delta Smile Designs?
Yes, I am so glad to be back in Green-
ville. It’s really nice to return to my 
hometown and be a part of the com-
munity. I am also very proud to be 
working with my dad. We work very 
well together, and I’m learning so 
much from his experience. My mom 
is also managing the practice, so it’s 
truly a family business!
Was there a particular WS teacher 
that left an impression on you?
I remember many teachers who were 
awesome. The teacher who really left 
an impression on me would definite-
ly be Mrs. Nancy Hugie. She really 
made our biology class exciting, and 
she encouraged us to do our very 
best. She was also the sponsor of En-
vironmental Club which was so much 
fun. I really enjoyed our lunches out 
in the courtyard for our meetings 
and learning about landscaping and 
flowers. Also, Mrs. Jeana Noble was 
a great influence on me in choosing 
my career. I really loved her Anatomy 
and Physiology class. 
Please comment on Washington 

School's role in our community.
WS focuses on preparing stu-
dents for college academically also 
teaches values such as community 
service. WS offered many different 
community service opportunities.  
I was involved in student council 
and it taught us the importance of 
volunteering and giving back. We 
had so many different projects from 
supporting our veterans to planting 
trees for Arbor Day. It’s so import-
ant to get a well-rounded education 
and WS definitely does a wonderful 
job of teaching the importance of 
community service. 

SPOTLIGHT on ALUMNI
Ellen Brister Lee, D.M.D.



WASHINGTON SCHOOL ALUMNI

BE SURE TO VISIT OUR WEBSITE
WWW.GENERALS.WS

     A LETTER FROM OUR HEAD OF SCHOOL
The tryouts for cheerleading were held recently. The stress in the weeks leading up to the event was palpable among the 
students and their parents. In advance of the tryouts, young women walking between classes practicing their cheers was a 
common sight. When tryout day finally arrived, those vying for a spot cheered in small groups and as individuals for a set 
of outside judges. Joy and sadness followed as the squad was announced.

What value does something like this have for students? The value is in the lessons these young women can draw from the 
experience. At your first job interview, you probably did not have to lead a cheer, but you did sit in front of others who were 
evaluating your skills and preparation. Perhaps you experienced a challenging personal event, and yet through the stress 
you met all of your regular obligations. You were like the young women who faced the looming stress of tryouts and still 
focused on their normal school work. What you participated in at Washington School held life lessons whether you realized 
it at the time or not. 

Life presents a multitude of challenges. Washington School is working hard to make sure our students are able to meet 
them all with persistence and wisdom by offering a wide range of experiences both inside and outside our classrooms. Your 
time at Washington School may seem long ago, but the lessons you learned here outside of the classroom helped lay the 
foundation for where you are today. 

One of our hopes for the coming years is to provide you with the opportunity to share what you have learned since Wash-
ington School with the students of today. Your story may be the one that inspires one of our current students to realize what 
they can become. Let us know if you have a story or resources to share so together we can help our students thrive!

  
Sincerely, 

  Jeff Pinnow
  Head of School
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WASHINGTON SCHOOL
1605 East Reed Road
Greenville, MS 38703

Washington School 
Alumni

EASTER EGG HUNT!

March 24, 2018
10:00 am - 11:30 am

WS Playground
Ages 10 & under

RSVP by March 17 to 
Mary Clyde King

mking@generals.ws


