
www. generals.ws, and submit your 
alumni registration. If you would like 
to suggest ideas for newsletter content, 
email them to mking@generals.ws and 
Come Home to Washington School!

        Best,
        Mary Clyde King
        Alumni Coordinator 
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WELCOME! 
Dear Alumni,
 As Alumni Coordinator, I am 
deeply humbled to serve in this po-
sition, and welcome you to the first 
newsletter of the rekindled Washing-
ton School alumni movement. As an 
alum myself, it is indeed an honor and 
a privilege to be serving a organization 
that oversees the alumni affairs of the 
greatest school in the Mississippi Delta. 
This is an exciting time for Washington 
School! This newsletter is only the be-
ginning of what potentially could be 
a gateway to many possibilities. My 
hope for this semi-annual newsletter 
is to be a source of celebration and 
recognition of the faculty, staff, stu-
dents, and alumni. Our goal is to forge 
a stronger relationship among alumni 
and to highlight the amazing work of 
our graduates locally, nationally and 
internationally. The Torch will focus on 
both exciting alumni news and various 
current campus initiatives to help keep 
you engaged with all things WS. 
 Our current students continue 
to amaze us, and we would love to cre-
ate more opportunities for engagement 
with alumni both on and off campus. 
We invite you to swing by WS when-
ever you can. It is always such a treat 
when alumni come to visit, giving us a 
chance to catch up and hear what you 
are doing. We hope you look forward 
to each semi-annual newsletter and 
will consider submitting content. If 
you would like to report any news/up-
dates, we would love to hear from you. 
To change your contact information, 
please visit our website at 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
SAVE THESE DATES AND 

COME BACK TO WS!
CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

FEATURING THE WASHING-
TON SCHOOL BAND

Tuesday, December 5, 6:00 p.m.
Sykes Hall

ALUMNI CHRISTMAS PARTY 
Thursday, December 14 
5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m..

Downtown Grille

 SWEETS WITH SANTA
Wednesday, December 20, time: TBA

Sykes Hall

OPEN HOUSE & ELEMENTARY 
CONCERT

Tuesday, February 27, 2018
Open House: 4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Elementary Concert: 6:30 p.m.

ALUMNI EASTER EGG HUNT
Saturday, March 24, 2018, 10:00 a.m.
Children of Alumni, Ages 10 & under

Washington School Playground

SENIOR PLAY
Cinderella

April  6th, 7th, 8th 2018

CALENDER OF EVENTS 
SAVE THESE DATES AND 

COME HOME TO WS!

Class Notes
We’ve all had a chance to travel life’s 
paths in different ways: incredible 
stories to tell, fun adventures to re-
veal, milestones to share, and lessons 
learned. Let Washington School and 
your classmates know what you’ve been 
up to! We encourage all alumni to send 
in your updates to help stay connect-
ed with your classmates, faculty, staff, 
and friends of WS. All of your infor-
mation given will be published in the 
semi-annual newsletters! You can find 
the Class Notes information form un-
der the Alumni Tab of the Washington 
School website, 
www.generals.ws. 

Class of 2002
Brad Beckham has joined Baptist  Me-
morial Hospital - Golden Triangle as a 
surgical resident. 

Class of 2007
Preslee Trammell Magee graduated 
from the Southern College of Optom-
etry in 2016, and began working as 
a resident at Coleman Eye Center in 
Greenwood in August of 2017. Preslee 
and her husband, Blake Magee (2007) 
reside in Greenwood. 

Class of 2009
Chris Morris and his wife, Sarah Ma-
ranto Morris, welcomed a son, Henry 
Hampton, on October 17, 2017. Wel-
come, Henry!
 
Class of 2016
Alyssa Johnson accepted a postition at 
Walt Disney World as a cast member in 
attractions through the Disney College 
Program. Congratulations, Alyssa!
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WASHINGTON SCHOOL 
ALUMNI

DID YOU KNOW?
•	 Washington School began in 

1970 with twenty faculty mem-
bers and 323 students, all con-
tained in the present elementa-
ry building. Today, enrollment 
is at 581 students while faculty 
and staff is made up of 76 mem-
bers, 25% of whom are alumni! 

•	 The Class of 1971 had 6 mem-
bers, all of whom were female. The  
Class of  2018 has 44 members. 

•	 The first Board President was 
Mr. Fred C. DeLong, junior. He 
served from 1970-1971. We are 
so appreciative of all past Board 
Presidents as well as our current 
President, Mr. Peter Nimrod.

•	 Iris Mitchell was Washington 
School’s very first first Grade teach-
er. She currently lives in Greenville 
and recently spent a day at WS 
observing the first grade classes!

•	 Betty Chin, first grade teacher, 
holds the record for the longest, 
continuous service to Washington 
School. Mrs. Chin has taught at 
WS since January of 1974. Thanks 
for your service, Mrs. Chin!

•	 Karen Swain began her teaching 
tenure at WS  in 1970 as both 

IN THE BEGINNING...
“Ten years ago if a traveler crossed a stretch of land known as Reed Road, he 
would have seen cotton fields on his right and a parochial school on his left. In 
1970 a group of interested parents formulated the idea of beginning a private 
preparatory school. From January through August of 1970, a Board of Direc-
tors was selected and that large stretch of land was converted into a one-build-
ing educational institution housing a few classrooms, books, desks, a handful 
of teachers, and a library. Mr. John Ward became Washington School’s first 
headmaster, and Mrs. Audrey Sidney served as teacher and Elementary Princi-
pal. There was one class per grade and the first graduating class consisted of six 
girls. The PTA held the first Harvest Fund Festival in the halls of the school. 
Another added attraction that year was the first Who’s Who presentation where 
the faculty portrayed Mother Goose characters. The nucleus of the school was 
the close-knit student body, all working together for a new college preparatory 
institution in Greenville. The Board of Directors, along with Financial Advisor 
Conwell Sykes, had all their hopes, goals, and finances built into this structure 
on East Reed Road.”
              -An excerpt from the 1980 Sabre 

an English and a Spanish teacher, 
and she now teaches Elementary 
Spanish. She has worked at WS 
on and off for the past 47 years, 
and we are so lucky to have her!

•	 Miffy Woods, longtime book-
keeper to WS, has worked  
tirelessly since July of 1974. 

•	 Washington School’s first headmas-
ter was Mr. John Ward. He served 
from 1970-1974 as Headmaster. 
Today, Mr. Jeff Pinnow holds the 
Head of School position. Mr. Pin-
now began in August of 2016.

•	 Dr. Audrey Sidney served as the 
first Elementary Principal and 
went on to serve as Headmis-
tress. Dr. Nan Johnson served 
WS as a teacher from 1983-2001 
and returned in August of 2010 
to serve as Elementary Principal.

•	 Both Jimmy Flanagan, Main-
tenence Supervisor, and Wanda 
Matthews, Housekeeping Su-
pervisor, began at Washington 
School in 1975. They both con-
tinue working diligently in mak-
ing sure our grounds are well 
cared for and look beautiful!

FARM to TABLE
OCTOBER 29, 2017

The WS Board of Trustees hosted a 
Farm-to-Table Dinner, a benefit for 
the Washington School Endowment 
Fund, on Sunday evening, October 
29th at Belmont Plantation. Perfectly 
complemented by wine pairings, the 
fabulous four-course dinner was ca-
tered by guest chef Elizabeth Heiskell, 
The Debutante Farmer. Guests of the 
sold-out event also enjoyed music by 
WS alumnus Zach Day, a silent auc-
tion of local artists’ work, as well as a 
live auction.

The Trustees are continually working 
to secure the strong academic future 
of Washington School by building 
the Endowment Fund, which is sole-
ly earmarked for academic purposes. 
To date, the fund has grown to over 
$3.2 million. The annual income 
from the fund has benefitted academ-
ics through numerous enrichment 
programs, technology upgrades, arts 
in education opportunities for our 
students, and has also provided sup-
plements for our teachers and funded 
student scholarships. 

If you would like more information 
on ways to make a tax-deductible 
donation to the Washington School 
Foundation, please contact Director 
of Development Amy Taylor (atay-
lor@generals.ws).



ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME
Induction Ceremony, October 6, 2017

Pictured from left to right: Eric Brozovich, Class of 2011; Anne Langdon Ray, 
Class of 2012; Nathan Noble, Class of 2012; and Read Kelly, Class of 2012
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ALUMNI COUNCIL
The goal of the Alumni Council is to 
strengthen connections and engage-
ment with alumni and their families 
to the school and the greater Delta 
area. It is also our hope for the Alum-
ni Council to assist the Alumni Of-
fice in collecting the updated contact 
information for each class and aiding 
in organizing activities and programs 
for WS alumni that will allow gradu-
ates to stay in touch with one another 
and Washington School! 

If you are interested in serving as your 
classes representative, please contact 
Mary Clyde King via email, 
mking@generals.ws. 

SPOTLIGHT on ALUMNI
     
           

 Larkin H. Mitchell, M.D.
 

Washington School alumnus Larkin 
H. Mitchell, M.D., attended Wash-
ington School from his first grade 
year in 1989 until his graduation in 
2000. For his undergraduate studies, 
he attended Millsaps College and af-
terwards attended the Universtiy of 
Mississippi Medical School, graduat-
ing in 2009. Upon completion of his 
Residency in Anesthesiology in 2014, 
he and his wife, Sarah Q. Mitchell, 
M.D., moved to Greenville and both 
began their careers at Delta Region-
al Medical Center. The Mitchells are 
the parents of three children, Sarah 
Pace, a Washington School kinder-
garten student, Cary, 2, and Love, 3 
months. 
What inspired you to choose your 
current career?
Growing up, I did not know that 
I wanted to be a physician. I had a 
number of jobs along the way: mow-
ing yards, Fountain’s Green Grow-

cery, hotel front desk clerk, deckhand 
on an offshore charter fishing boat, 
biochemistry research assistant, and 
Assistant Sergeant at Arms for the MS 
House of Representatives. In high 
school I aways enjoyed Mrs. Noble’s 
and Mrs. Stephen’s science classes and 
thought I wanted to be an engineer. 
After working for Dr. Jeff Almand 
one summer, it was then I decided 
that I wanted to go into medicine. I 
went to medical school thinking that 
I would go into orthopedics. Howev-
er, I eventually fell in love with anes-
thesiology.
What lead you back home to Green-
ville?
After living in Jackson for 14 years, 
that was enough for me. It’s great to 
be back in a smaller town, closer to 
family and friends. It’s also a place 
with great needs, a place you can 
really make a difference. Because of 
those reasons, Sarah and I felt called 

to move back home. 
What advice would you give to a 
high school student who is facing 
career choices?
I would encourage students to keep 
an open mind when it comes to ca-
reer choice. You just never know what 
you’ll find a love for along the way. 
Please comment on Washington 
School’s role in our community.
Washington School is most definite-
ly a cornerstone of our community. 
As alumni, we should support Wash-
ington School so that it can continue 
to provide a good education for our 
children and future Delta leaders. 

The Mitchell children all dressed up for 
trick or treating!

3



A LETTER FROM OUR HEAD OF SCHOOL
Schools are interesting places. When you graduate, it means you have completed the course of study offered by the school. 
But you do not leave a school behind like you do a job you have left or a house you have outgrown. A good school has giv-
en you a foundation of knowledge to help you engage life. It has provided an atmosphere to grow intellectually while you 
learned to relate with all types of peers and adults. You had your first chances to lead. You learned to manage your time and 
to choose your priorities. You may even have learned how to care for a classmate or yourself when a tragedy occurred. The 
reason good schools are not left behind is because they have a seen and unseen daily influence on your life.

Washington School is the place which influences you to this day. Having met hundreds of you in my short time here, I can 
say confidently that our school community holds a special place in your hearts. You talk fondly of tough teachers, wonderful 
classmates, and shared experiences. These all still exist at Washington School.

This newsletter is our attempt to help you reconnect with Washington School. We want to share with you the wonderful 
things our current students are achieving. We want to tell you how your fellow alumni are doing. We want to give you the 
opportunity to share your wisdom and experience with our community. And we want to share ways you can help support 
this generation of Washington School students.

Washington School is the product of generations of people working together to provide their children with a college prepa-
ratory education. Today we are building on the foundation they so ably built, and we are excited to share our work with you. 
Please take a few minutes and let us know how you are doing so we can share it in our next newsletter, and if at all possible,
 stop by and let us visit with you. You are always welcome at Washington School!

 
Sincerely, 

 Jeff Pinnow
 Head of School

                WASHINGTON SCHOOL ALUMNI NEWSLETTER • VOLUME 1 • FALL 2017                        4

WASHINGTON SCHOOL ALUMNI

WASHINGTON SCHOOL
1605 East Reed Road
Greenville, MS 38703

BE SURE TO VISIT OUR WEBSITE
WWW.GENERALS.WS


